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PROCEEDI NGS

MR FORD: It is June 19, 2003, 14:50 in the
afternoon. My nane is Bob Ford with the National
Transportation Safety Board. | wll have the other
ones introduce thensel ves.

MR. WOODY: Bill Wody, wth the tape
recorder.

MR. LAWERSON: Ken Lawerson with the Coast
Guard Marine Safety Ofice, Portland, O egon.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: Lieutenant G| nore,
Portl and, Oregon.

MR. FORD: You can introduce yourself, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: | am Seaman Raynond Anderson,
Coast CGuard Station, Tillanook Bay.

MR. FORD: And how | ong have you been in the
Coast Cuard?

MR. ANDERSON:. | started boot canp February
11, graduated April 4 and | have been at Station
Ti |l amook Bay since the 17 of April.

MR. FORD: O this year.

MR. ANDERSON: O this year

MR. FORD: And your age?

MR. ANDERSON: | am 24.

MR. FORD: What can you tell us about the

nmorni ng of June 14 in regards to the sinking of the
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it, I didn't get

tower, which |

Taki Too?

MR. ANDERSON:. In regards to
see anything. | was, | had four a.m
means | have to be in the tower before, 45 m nutes
before first light. Approximately 4:40, | was in the
t ower . | called the station, reported the tower was
manned. | was in there, the notor |

out for first light bar report. They

condi ti

st ayed

Gakl and,

of the

fe boat 210 cone

got the bar

ons and reported them back. And then they

on bar patrol up until about, 5:30, 5:45, the

told ne that the QGakland Pilot was com ng out

mari ner around the corner, to go ahead and hai

them see how many people they had onboard, and see

when their estimated tine back to Gari bal di was.

And so | did that. Then the Norwester cone

out, did the sane thing to them about 15 m nutes

| ater,

st ayed

the Taki Too and the D& -- and the 47 footer

on bar control, approximtely,

there was really

no novenent. Al four of them cone out, the bar

condi ti

ons were, | mean, constant, |ike 10 foot breaks

Wi th an occasi onal one com ng through

there was, all four boats were just si

the, between the tips,

wll si

series,

12, 15 feet. So,

tting right at

if the tips are out here, they

tting back across 150, 100 yards, counting the

because there were eight to 10 waves com ng on
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a series. They were waiting for a lull, you know, and
you could just see themall sitting there waiting and
approximately 6:45 | was getting ready to change out
frommy duty, the fishing vessel Norwester, went across
the bar and nmade it over the first break, caught the
second break on the front port side, did it basically
straight up in the air, went down in the lull. I
mean, at that point even fromthe tower, when it was
down inside the trough, or down the side of the trough
of the two waves, | could see it connected with the 2-
1-0 telling themthat, hey, they took a hard hit. They
are down in the trough. And as soon as they cone back
up, | said, they out of the surf, they are clear. So,
2-1-0 was notified they nmade it out.

Approxi mately five mnutes |ater, the Qakl and
Pilot went through. They made it through a little bit
easier, they were in the surf line a little bit |onger,
so they rode it out. They got down in the trough of
the wave, and rode it out. And cut up and over further
down. They made it out. And then fromthere Seaman
Long cane into relieve ne, and | |let himknow, | said,
hey, the Norwester, and the OCakland Pilot just went
t hrough and they took a beating really bad. And the
ot her two boats that were, the Taki Too and the D&D

whi ch are, you know, 10 and 12 feet shorter, snmaller
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than the other boats, | was just |ike, you know, keep
an eye on these ones, there could be trouble.

| then went up to get breakfast, before |
headed down to the station and the call cane in that,

t he second boat, the 2-5-4, for the Taki Too had
flipped over in the surf. And at that tinme I went in
radi o communi cations in the Comm Room wi th Seaman
Patt er son

MR. FORD: But, the Taki Too definitely
arrived near the tower before the D&D, then?

MR. ANDERSON:. Yes, well, they cone out, they
cone out in like groups of, |ike together, because the
sane conpany, they |leave at the sane tine. And | would
have to check exactly what on the slip, but, | nean, it
was |ike identical times that they cone out, you know,
side by side and then they just, you know, whether they
conme out of a mariner at the same tine doesn’'t nean
they cross the bar at the sane tinme, because they were
all sitting in a pod of four. And actually there was
one small boat, the Amanda, sitting out there. There
was no reason for himto even think about trying to
cross the bar. But, there is, the four of them
sitting in a group of four, and the Norwester and the
Cakl and Pil ot just happened to go, the first two. And

| wasn’t there to witness who went first between the
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Taki Too and t he D&D.

MR. FORD: Ckay. As they cleared, they
obvi ously headed a bit to the northwest. | am not
going to say specific northwest heading, but, as it
crosses pass the north tip jetty, did you | ose the
visibility for sight of the two or either one?

MR. ANDERSON: | did | ose sight for maybe two
to three seconds with the Norwester, it was down inside
and just the height of the waves from bei ng down
inside, | lost it and then when it started com ng back
up, | got a viewof it again, let themthat |I had a
visual and they had cleared the surf.

MR. FORD: Did you |lose sight of themafter it
was, stood straight up or before?

MR. ANDERSON. After it stood straight up,
right as it was going off the bar. | nean, it took the
first one, second one hit it really hard, kind of a
front port side, and lifted it up.

MR FORD: |Is this the worse conditions you
have seen since you have been there?

MR. ANDERSON:. Since | have been here, yes.

MR, FORD: Ckay. And how, in the period you
have been here, how confortable do you feel with
eval uating the sets comng in?

MR. ANDERSON: | feel pretty confortable
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comng in, the sets. They teach you pretty well down
t here, about know ng what was goi ng on, you know, |
mean, | knew for a fact, as soon as | got back to the
station, before this had even happened, | had told the
guy, there is no reason for anybody to be crossing the
bar right now. There is no reason.

MR, FORD: Well, could you identify lulls as
t he Norwester and the other one went out?

MR. ANDERSON. Oh, yeah, you can, you could
definitely identify, | nean, it was, it would cone in
on a series of eight to 10, and then you get a break
of, it was approximately five or six seconds at the
nmost, before you would get, and then you would have to
junp in at those, and then go again, but it wasn't much
of a break in-between.

MR. FORD: So, they are gunning it and getting
nmovi ng at that break.

MR. ANDERSON:. At that break. They would take
it and they would go.

MR. FORD: And then what would they do, could
you see what they did then?

MR. ANDERSON: Both the Norwester and the
Gakl and Pilot, both, took two waves and then started
the north, their northwest track in through and they

kind of ride it out, they would get outside the tip,
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and then pull it back up and over and out of the surf
zone.

MR. FORD: Okay. Do you know what, what VHS
channel they communi cate on, |ike through, the
commerci al fishernmen?

MR. ANDERSON: To?

MR. FORD: To each other?

MR. ANDERSON: To each other. Not right
of f hand, no.

MR. FORD: kay.

MR. ANDERSON:. | have got a piece of paper
that shows it.

MR. FORD: Okay. VHS 79, does that ring a
bell, that they communi cate anongst each other with
that? You are not aware of it. You obvi ously don’t
switch over to 79 and |isten.

MR, ANDERSON: No, no, not 79.

MR. FORD: Ckay. Bill, you want to try it?

MR, WOODY: | think that, the tinme you had the
Norwester, 6:45, | think you said it was, the Norwester
caught by the first waves.

MR. ANDERSON: It was |like right in that area,
because it was |like five mnutes --

MR. WOODY: He caught the first and caught the

second.
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MR. ANDERSON: What is that?

MR WOODY: | think it was, he went over the
first big wave, got caught by the second.

MR. ANDERSON: Caught by the second wave.

MR, WOODY: And when it was, was it stern up

or was the bough down?

2

ANDERSON: It was stern up.
WOCODY: Stern up.
ANDERSON: Bough was up. Stern was down.

WOODY: Ckay.

2 3 3 3

ANDERSON: Bough was up

MR. WOODY: Did you hear anything fromthe
Cakl and Pi |l ot about a w ndow bei ng broken or anything
i ke that?

MR. ANDERSON: Not over Channel 1-6, no.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON. They did not relay anything
over Channel 1-6.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. You said series of eight to
10 swel | s.

MR. ANDERSON: Eight to ten

MR. WOODY: And then could be a lull, the lul
cane just --

MR. ANDERSON: A short tinme, | nmean, from

where | was seeing, it was maybe five to six seconds,
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and then it was another one comng in. It wasn't nuch
of a break. | nean, it was pretty constant out there.

MR. WOODY: -- when the Norwester went over,
did you identify the -- he was counting on getting

t hrough, did you see a lull at that tinme?

MR. ANDERSON: | was not counting the lull at
that time. | had been counting it earlier, to nyself,
just to know what it was, and then | was keeping an eye
on the 2-1-0 to see what their, what they were doing,
and then | | ooked up, keep an eye on the boats and
there was no, there is no way, it is not |ike, they
don’t call the tower and say, hey, we are going. You
are just keeping an eye on them naking sure everything
is okay, and then they just go.

MR, WOODY: Okay. Ckay. This time of year, is
that the tinme that they started or --

MR. ANDERSON: Approximately, it was
approximately that tinme that they --

MR. WOCDY: Started out.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah, it was about 10, it could
have been five mnutes before, but I amtrying to, |
had about a five, 10 m nute break where the Taki Too
and the D& was still sitting in the bay before | left
off of ny, off of ny --

MR, WOODY: Okay. And did you watch them go

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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out to the, the Norwester, did you watch it through
your big eyes.

MR. ANDERSON:. WAt ching through the big eyes,
yes.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON:. The 2-1-0 relayed to ne keep an
eye on themthrough the big eyes.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: Just to mmke sure.

MR. WOODY: How high are you up in the air
there, the height of your tower?

MR. ANDERSON: The hei ght of our tower, |
woul d have to say it is probably sonmewhere right around
40 feet, somewhere in there.

MR. WOODY: Forty feet.

MR. ANDERSON: | don’'t know the exact height
of that, but, ny guess is sonewhere right around
t here.

MR, WOODY: When the boats go out, do you
typically | ose sight of them when they go around,
around the north, before he got to the northwest?

MR. ANDERSON: On a cal m day?

MR, WOODY: Any day, |ike that day.

MR. ANDERSON:. Typically, no, typically you

don’t |ose sight of them

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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MR, WOODY: You don’t | ose sight of them
typically.

MR. ANDERSON: No, no. You typically, you can
see everything that goes on.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: It was pretty rough, sir.

MR. WOODY: How | ong do you track it with the
bi g eyes before you go to the next boat?

MR. ANDERSON: When, on a day like that, on,
you see on a calmday with the bar is not restricted,
you don’t even have to | ook through the big eyes, you
can watch them go on out, open eye. |If you don't see
anyt hing, you can see themcross the bar. | nmean, there
is no problemwith that. But, on a day like this, al
you seen was big waves, you can see the back of the
boat, front of the boat, and then waves crashing.

MR, WOODY: You said this was probably one of
the worse days that you have seen since you have been
stati oned.

MR. ANDERSON: Since | have been here.

MR. WOODY: Going back to that, how many did
you see like this, what was the worse day that week
bef or e? | amtrying to get an idea does this happen
every three or four days or just, could it be five days

runni ng, or any type of a cycle you can --

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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MR. ANDERSON:. Since | have been on duty,
since | have been here, | think the high as | seen them
was a six to eight.

MR. WOODY: Six to eight.

MR. ANDERSON: Was the highest | had seen them
until that day.

MR. WOODY: Did you check the height, or did
you estimate this?

MR. ANDERSON:. They do a, they do a bar report
in the norning, and | believe the bar report was, from
where they took it, | believe was, it was sonewhere
eight to 10 or 10 to 12 and then, | nean, you could
obviously see that they were pretty big as | was com ng
out there. Wen | was driving out to the tower, |
| ooked out there through the dark and | could see
breaks comng in half where the tower would be sitting
inthe jetty.

MR, WOODY: How are you aware of, of bar
reports?

MR. ANDERSON:. When you becone qualified, you
learn to go out and do bar reports. That is the -- the
bar reports.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: And - -

MR, WOODY: But, if you are going to take a

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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wat ch, how to do find out what that report says?

MR. ANDERSON: Comm Room Call the Comms room
or when you are in the tower, when they give the first
light bar report, it conmes over your radio.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: And you can record it there,

t 00.

MR. WOCODY: | under st and.

MR. ANDERSON: And then, | knew the waves were
i ke, about, you know, sonewhere in-between eight and
10 feet, and then over the radio | did hear one of
our -- say they take about a 15 foot break. And the
waves were even bigger than what they were.

MR, WOODY: That was during your watch, you
heard the -- report.

MR. ANDERSON: That was when | was had been
gone down to the Comrs room after --

MR. WOODY: After you were relieved.

MR. ANDERSON: After | was relieved, | went
down and basically took another watch inside the Comms
room and ran radi os and tel ephones with the watch
stander. He was going to have comruni cations with
helios, boats and all the phones, it is inpossible to
be by yourself.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. When the boats go out,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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coul d you observe the, when the fun boats, have you
observed how they go out? They go --

MR. ANDERSON: Like a pleasure craft?
WOCDY: No, the charter boats.

ANDERSON: The charter boats. Ckay.

2 3 3

WOODY: When they have a fishing party
going out. How do they proceed out? Do they go
sout hwest, do they go northwest? How do they that?

MR. ANDERSON: Usual Iy when |, from what
have seen, because they all are fishing for bottom
fish, they will go out and head to the northwest, or to
the north and then head out to sea out there. | guess
there is some kind of bottomfish grounds that they
fish out there a couple of mles out. But, that is
usually the area that | see charter boats go, is that
direction.

MR, WOODY: All right. | think you said you
woul d be able to see themall the way out.

MR. ANDERSON:. You can watch, yeah, on a
normal day, you watch them you can watch them w t hout
bi g eyes through the bar.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. |If you have breakers, does
that cause themto take any kind of a zig zag course
around the breakers? Have you ever noticed anything

like that?
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MR. ANDERSON: Not usually. | haven’'t seen
anyt hing big enough to cause anybody to do that yet.

MR. WOODY: So, they go out pretty straight
when they go out.

MR. ANDERSON:. Wl |, they will go out, they
wll take the turn, but you know, they usually just
keep their course and just ride themout and go up and
over like it is not that big of a deal because it is
not usually anything quite |ike that day.

MR, WOODY: As far as you could tell --
Norwester, he went straight out that day, from what you
could tell?

MR. ANDERSON: He, he went straight out, when
he hit the first wave, he cone down and to nme it | ooked
li ke he took a hard right, up, after he, when he got
up, he went up, he conme down, and when | seen the next
wave come, he was turning hard right and then got down
inside, rode it alittle ways, and then cut up and
over.

MR WOODY: | see.

MR. ANDERSON: So, | nean, it |ooked like it
was a little bit harder. And the OGakland Pil ot
definitely went a little further down the surf |ine
than normal |y he woul d.

MR. WOODY: Before turning left and --

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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MR. ANDERSON: Before turning |left and headi ng
out .

MR. WOODY: Ckay. The Gakland Pilot, maybe
one zig to the right, and back --

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, and the Norwester hit two,
but just not quite as far as the Oakland Pilot, but
they are both, you know, a | ot bigger boats than the
ot her one, so they can --

MR, WOODY: Now, when you go the bar and let’s
say, we are going out west, how far past the bar do we
go before we conme around to the portion of the west?

MR. ANDERSON: It depends on the day. | nean,
the, you know, you are suppose to out by the nunber one
buoy before they turn right, but, |I nmean, sonme of them
go, you know, usually half way or three quarters of the
way out and take a right. They just know the waters, |
guess, you know. | can’'t tell you. | amnot, | am not
the pilot of their boats.

MR, WOODY: If you were going out on kind of a
rough day, which way do you | eave the buoy, port or
st ar boar d?

MR. ANDERSON:. Depends on who is going out.

MR, WOODY: Okay. Yes, just take a day like
today and they are going to go to the northwest.

MR. ANDERSON: Charter, the charter boats.
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MR. WOODY: The charter boats, yes.

MR. ANDERSON. Ckay. |If they are going out on
a day like today, | don’t know what the bar conditions
are today, but, | nean, usually they all usually take
the same route. They get a couple of hundred yards out
pass the tip before they go.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. They cone to the right.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes.

MR, WOODY: And which was is that buoy, F
buoy?

MR. ANDERSON: The F buoy is off to the south
jetty, yeah.

MR. WOODY: Of to the south.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes.

MR, WOODY: COkay. All right, okay.

MR. ANDERSON: And then you have got the
nunber one and the T buoy off the north.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Wiich way --

MR. ANDERSON: As in the right hand side or
the left hand side?

MR. WOODY: Yeah, right.

MR. ANDERSON: They are on the right hand side
of the --

MR. WOODY: The buoy will be on the right hand

si de, starboard side.
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MR. ANDERSON:. Wl |, the buoy would be on
their port side.

MR, WOODY: On the port side, okay.

MR. ANDERSON:. On the port side, yes. They
woul d pass it to the right.

MR. WOCDY: That is all | have.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: A qui ck question for
you, just so | understand what you have said. After
the Cakland Pilot, by that point, Seaman Long had shown
up to relieve you

MR. ANDERSON:. He showed up right about,
approximately five to ten mnutes after the QGakl and
Pil ot had gone through.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wi ch woul d have been

about --
MR. ANDERSON: It was |ike --
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Six, fifty, 6:55?
MR. ANDERSON: Six, fifty, it was nore |like
seven 0’ cl ock, 7:05 when he showed up. | was still

kind of just in awe at what | had just seen.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (Okay. So, Seanan Long
arrived at about seven o’ cl ock.

MR. ANDERSON:. Yeah, approxinmately seven
o’ cl ock.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay. And tell us what
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kind of interchange you had to relieve the watch?
MR. ANDERSON: My exact words were “The bar is
pretty rough, here is the bar report and you just

m ssed sone cowboy stuff pulled off by the Norwester

and the Gakland Pilot.” So, | told him | said, the
Norwest er straight up on end, | said, that was pretty
crazy.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al'l right, did |ong
did that interchange take?

MR. ANDERSON: W were probably in the Coms
room toget her for nmaybe two m nutes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You nean in the tower?

MR. ANDERSON: In the tower, excuse ne, in the
tower. All you do is you are passing the information,
you read over the |log, you sign out and you put your
tinmes in, and go down and go back and it was ny turn to
eat breakfast.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Wat was your
state of m nd when you left, when you were --

MR. ANDERSON: Ch, | was --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- wal ki ng out the
door at the tower to head on down the | adder?

MR. ANDERSON:. Just |ike a normal day, stil
kind of like, | nean, like, | don’'t know, | have never

seen boats try to challenge sonething like that. So, |
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was kind of |ike, kind of shocked, kind of cool,
actually, is what | thought, | haven’'t seen anything
like that. So, | was like, kind of like, to do the
Coast Guard thing, nmaybe, but it turned out to be not
the way you want to.

MR. FORD: Okay. You are part of the crew of
one of the MLBs on the 47 footer, right?

MR. ANDERSON. On certain days, yes, | am not
fourth crew qualified, which nmeans | am | go on
basically to do training.

MR. FORD: kay.

MR. ANDERSON: And get port qualified.

MR. FORD: What is the worse condition you
have been on when you have been out there?

MR. ANDERSON: It has been pretty cal mwhen
have been out.

MR. FORD: | know there wasn’t nuch tine to
really possibly nmake this evaluation, so if you can’t
do it, just say you can’t do it. You had about a half
hour, 45 mnutes of daylight to evaluate the surf, the
sea and everyt hi ng.

MR. ANDERSON:. Yeah, you actually got, when
you get out there, when the lights cone up, when it is
breaki ng, white water shows up. It really does.

MR. FORD: kay.
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MR. ANDERSON: And so you can see it when the
sun isn't up

MR, FORD:. So, fromthe time that you first
got there until the tinme that you left, would you say
the condition remai ned the sane, worsen or got better
or you just could not evaluate it?

MR. ANDERSON: | couldn’t evaluate it.

MR. FORD: Okay. That is all | have. Thank
you very nuch.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Who turns on the lights
at the tower for the restricted bar?

MR. ANDERSON: They conme on whenever, like if
there is a bar, they do a bar report, and the --
requests to restrict the bar to all.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you turn them on

t hough?

MR. ANDERSON:. | turn them on, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- turn them on.

MR. ANDERSON: But, | don’t, | don’t turn them
on until it is, you know, the SDO concurs or the CDO

concurs, but, usually it is, they say restricted to
all, you automatically know that if the COXI AS says
they don’t want any PCs and uni nspected commerci al

crafts going out, you know that the SDO and CDO are

concur and say, yes. So, you just switch them on.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, the light switch
is physically located at the tower.

MR. ANDERSON:. At the tower, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now, when you see a
rodeo |ike you saw there that day, do you ever call the
vessel and “Is everybody all right” or do you just wait
for themto initiate?

MR. ANDERSON: You usually wait for themto
initiate. Wen they go across the bar, you know, you
search for signs of trouble, a flag or, you know,
sonebody waving their arnms, but when both boats got
outside the surf, you | ook through the big eyes and see
bot h COXI AS were out, were going fishing.

MR. JONES: Bob Jones with the NTSB. Wen you
turned on the, would have turned on the lights at the
tower, did they automatically turn on at the | ower
station al so?

MR. ANDERSON: No, the lower station has its
own swtch.

MR, JONES: Okay. So, there is --

MR. ANDERSON: Yes.

MR. JONES: Were you headi ng off to another
duty or another duty after you were relieved?

MR. ANDERSON: | was going down to the station

probably to do pre mai ntenance on the boats or
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MR. JONES: You do a |lot of work routine that
day.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes. | had to work routine.
What ever ny section, ny section | eader had for ne to do
for that day.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: -- in the Comms room

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. FORD: Anything el se?

Thank you very nuch.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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